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Can you sue for 
Bedsores or Pressure 
Sores?
Bedsores, Pressure Sores or Decubitis Ulcers are not the fault of the patient. At a hospital or 
nursing home there are federal laws in place to protect patients and assure they get the proper 
care. When these standards of care are not used sores can develop. Simple duties like turning an 
immobile patent frequently to relieve pressure, proper cleaning an hygiene are sometimes not 
provided. If a sore develops the patient has now become a victim. The sores can cause extreme 
pain and suffering and unfortunately even death. You can sue. And you have every right to do so 
and get financial compensation. Depending on the case, monetary awards can be in the millions. 
Below are some of the different types of lawsuits we handle for our clients:

Medical Malpractice

Medical Malpractice cases arise when a health care practitioner departs from the accepted standard of care
in the medical community. In more simple terms, when a hospital, doctor, nurse, practitioner commits a
serious error in his/her care and treatment, which results in further injury to the patient. Some common
examples are failing to diagnose the bedsore; failing to report bedsores or pressure sores; failing to admit a
patient into the hospital for bedsores when necessary; and failing to perform a medical procedure or provide
treatment for bedsores that was otherwise indicated.

Nursing Home Liability

The elderly population frequently suffers due to serious neglect once they become patients or residents in
nursing homes or any long term care facility.  

Some critical issues relating to sores are: over or improper medication; lack of supervision; inadequate
wound care leading to infections; not reporting the issue in a timely manner and overall neglect.

The severe injuries that patients experience along with the constant pain and suffering associated with
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bedsores are often the result of preventable situations. In our experience in handling these types of cases
we have found frequent examples of poor care planning; lack of stimulation; failures to turn and position
patients; failure to provided adequate pressure relief devices to patients; and unbelievably, failure to change
adult diapers and failure to provide sufficient quantities of food and water. As a result of neglect in Nursing
Homes, the illnesses range from severe infections and amputations, to dehydration and, unfortunately,
death. Bedsores and pressure sores often lead to further infections and illnesses.

Hospital Negligence

At one time or another we all go to hospitals. While patients there, we have the right to expect quality
medical care and treatment.  The unfortunate reality is that there are often tragic outcomes that are the
result of medical malpractice which should never occur. This is especially true with bedsores.  

Hospital Negligence occurs when there are “departures in the standards of good and accepted medical
practices” that one should be able to expect in the local medical community given the current state of
medical treatment and technology. These departures in the standard of care can stem from negligent
treatment on the part of Doctors, Surgeons, Specialists, Lab Technicians, Physician Assistants, Nurses,
Nurses Aides, Therapists, Administrators, Pharmacists and any other member of the Hospital Staff whose
conduct, actions, or inaction, causes injuries and suffering that should not have occurred. 

Some examples of Hospital Negligence include failure to provide proper medication or medical devices;
failure to provide proper monitoring and supervision; failure to order consultations to other medical
specialists; failure to diagnose bedsores in a timely fashion; failure to prevent infection and amputation;
failure to turn and position the patient resulting in pressure sores, bedsores or decubitus ulcers; failure to
perform a medical procedure or surgery properly; failure to warn patient of risks of a surgery or medical
procedure; failure to keep family members informed regarding medical decision making; and failure to
provide safe and proper discharge instructions.

Wrongful Death

This type of lawsuit occurs when a spouse or close relative has a right to recover when a loved one dies due
to the sores or a medical complication that was related to the sores. Recovery is from the at-fault or
negligent party. Recovery can include loss of income, services, comfort and society. New York has a very
restrictive and complicated wrongful death statute. Our knowledgeable lawyers take you through it one step
at a time. We understand that dealing with the loss of a loved one is not easy, so we are extremely sensitive
when dealing with family members. Unfortunately, left untreated or not treated in time, bedsores can rapidly
progress from stage 1-4 and lead to further complications often resulting in a wrongful death.

If you or someone you know is a victim of bedsores, the first thing to do is get the stage of the sore identified
and immediate and proper medical attention. If you think you have a lawsuit then contact me on how to
proceed. We can even help you get better medical attention at the same time. Feel free to email about these
matters at bedsores@RaphanLaw.com

Regards, Brian
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